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An English Learner

For the sake of today’s 

session, a student who 

speaks any other 

language other than 

English at home, will be 

addressed as an 

English Learner.

(©Fierro, 2021)



…that the English learner is doing DOUBLE the cognitive work!

Keep In Mind…
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They are learning English at the same time they are studying core 

content areas through English.
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● Background Knowledge
● Vocabulary Knowledge
● Language Structures
● Verbal Reasoning
● Literacy Knowledge

● Phonological Awareness
● Decoding (and Spelling)
● Sight Recognition

SKILLED READING:
fluent execution and
coordination of word 
recognition and text
comprehension.

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION

Here’s My Framework, Based on Science

• Learning to read a 

language, helps 

you learn the 

language. 

(©Fierro, 2021)

Permission Granted by Scarborough, H.S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to 

later reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), 

Handbook for research in early literacy. New York: Guilford Press.



What’s on the Agenda?
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 Keep you from getting lost in the weeds!!!

 Language Acquisition vs. Literacy Development

 Provide a brief overview of the current EL demographics.

 Identify the highlights of the National Literacy Panel on Language 

Minority Children and Youth.

 Know how the Science (the Science of Reading) can drive the 

instructional needs for all students, especially the English learner. 

 Scarborough’s Rope as a visual metaphor

 Phonology – a springboard or a hindrance?

 Provide a brief comparison of English/Spanish phonology and orthography.



What’s on the Agenda?
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 Keep you from getting lost in the weeds!!!

 Language Acquisition vs. Literacy Development



Teacher Preparation

Most of our TESOL, ESL, or Bilingual 

Ed endorsements are taught 

through the lens of academic 

language proficiency in the 

content areas. This is a good thing, 

AND we need to continue making 

connections to the components of 

language. 
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 Keep you from getting lost in the weeds!!!
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Oral language 

proficiency

age

Previous literacy 

experiences

Similarities or differences 

between L1 and L2.

literacy levels in 

native language
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The English Learner



Second Language Acquisition 

I. Silent or Preproduction Stage (prefunctional)
• comprehends approximately 500 words
• nonverbal responses

II. Early Production Stage (beginner)
• comprehends approximately 1,000 words
• communication is simple

• one- or two-word utterances

III. Speech Emergence Stage (high beginner)
• comprehends approximately 3,000 words
• sentences consist of three or four words

• more experimentation with language

IV. Intermediate Language Proficiency Stage
• comprehends approximately 6,000 words
• sentences are more complex w/few grammatical errors

V. Advanced Language Proficiency Stage
• can fully participate in an academic setting

(Krashen & Terrell, 1983)
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BICS (Basic Interpersonal 

Communication Skills)                        

vs.                                    

CALP (Cognitive 

Academic Language 

Proficiency)

(Cummins, 1979 & 2008)

BICS vs. CALP



Second Language Acquisition vs. Reading Development

Pre-Alphabetic Phase

Early Alphabetic 

Phase (partial)

Later Alphabetic 

Phase (full)

Consolidated Phase

I. Prefunctional Stage

II. Beginner Stage

III. High Beginner Stage

IV. Intermediate Stage

V. Advanced Stage

(Ehri, 2014)
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What’s on the Agenda?

12(©Fierro, 2021)

 Keep you from getting lost in the weeds!!!

 Language Acquisition vs. Literacy Development

 Provide a brief overview of the current EL demographics.

 Identify the highlights of the National Literacy Panel on Language 

Minority Children and Youth.

 Know how the Science (the Science of Reading) can drive the 

instructional needs for all students, especially the English learner. 

 Scarborough’s Rope as a visual metaphor

 Phonology – a springboard or a hindrance?

 Provide a brief comparison of English/Spanish phonology and orthography.
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Percentage of Public-School Students Who Were 

ELs, by State: Fall 2018

(©Fierro, 2021)



English Learners

14

8%

Fall 2000

3.8 million                       

EL students

5 million                       

EL students

10.2%

Fall 2018

(Source: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgf.asp – May, 2020)
(©Fierro, 2021)

of all 

students

https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgf.asp


Most ELs Were Born in the United States

15

85%
62%

15%

38%

(©Fierro, 2021)
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Why Spanish?



2 Examples of situations in which English might be reported as an ELL student's home language include students 

who live in multilingual households and students adopted from other countries who speak English at home but 

also have been raised speaking another language.
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3 The percentages of EL students who speak Spanish was calculated by dividing the number of EL students 

who speak Spanish in each state by the total number of EL students and multiplying by 100.

80%
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Why Spanish?

a b c d e f g h i j k 

l m n ñ o p q r s t u 

v w x y z 
(Source: Real Academia de la Lengua

Española)

a b c d e f g h i j k 

l m n o p q r s t u v 

w x y z 



2 Examples of situations in which English might be reported as an ELL student's home language include students 

who live in multilingual households and students adopted from other countries who speak English at home but 

also have been raised speaking another language.
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Chinese, Vietnamese, and Arabic

21(©Fierro, 2021)
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Just Checkin’

Are you familiar with, or have 

at least heard of, the Report 

of the National Reading 

Panel?

A. Yes

B. No

(©Fierro, 2021)
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Are you familiar with the 

Report Of The National 

Literacy Panel On Language-

Minority Children And Youth 

(2006)?

A. Yes

B. No

Just Checkin’



Here’s The Caveat

Instruction that provides substantial 

coverage in the key components of reading 

– identified by the NRP as phonemic 

awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, 

and text comprehension – has clear benefits 

for English learners. However, research also 

suggests that adjustments to these 

approaches are needed to have maximum 

benefit with language-minority students.
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Instruction that provides substantial 

coverage in the key components of reading 

– identified by the NRP as phonemic 

awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, 

and text comprehension – has clear benefits 

for English learners. However, research also 

suggests that adjustments to these 

approaches are needed to have maximum 

benefit for English learners.

(©Fierro, 2021)



What’s on the Agenda?
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 Keep you from getting lost in the weeds!!!

 Language Acquisition vs. Literacy Development

 Provide a brief overview of the current EL demographics.

 Identify the highlights of the National Literacy Panel on Language 

Minority Children and Youth.

 Know how the Science (the Science of Reading) can drive the 

instructional needs for all students, especially the English learner. 

 Scarborough’s Rope as a visual metaphor.

 Phonology – a springboard or a hindrance?

 Provide a brief comparison of English/Spanish phonology and orthography.



Science of Reading
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• What is your understanding of the SoR?

1. I get it and can explain it.

2. I get it.

3. I kind of get it, but I still need some more time to fully 

grasp it.

4. I do not get it. 



It is evidence: Evidence from the accumulation of research 

on reading acquisition and instruction that has been 

conducted using gold-standard methodologies and has 

identified effective practices (Reyna, 2004; Seidenberg, 

2017). Simply put, the Science of Reading is not an opinion, 

nor is it a philosophical belief. The accumulated Science of 

Reading evidence should be trusted to inform the why, 

what, and how of reading instruction.                                                                               

Science of Reading

Suzanne Carreker, Ph.D., CALT-QI, Principal 

Educational Content Lead, Lexia Learning

(©Fierro, 2021)



Remember This Slide?

Instruction that provides substantial 

coverage in the key components of reading 

– identified by the NRP as phonemic 

awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, 

and text comprehension – has clear benefits 

for English learners. However, research also 

suggests that adjustments to these 

approaches are needed to have maximum 

benefit with language-minority students.
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Instruction that provides substantial 

coverage in the key components of reading 

– identified by the NRP as phonemic 

awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, 

and text comprehension – has clear benefits 

for English learners. However, research also 

suggests that adjustments to these 

approaches are needed to have maximum 

benefit for English learners.

(©Fierro, 2021)

Here’s My Take….The Science 



A Linguistic Lens - Adjustments

Structures of Literacy; 

Language Components; 

Ingredients of Language

• phonology

• orthography

• syntax

• morphology

• semantics

• discourse*

• pragmatics

*Those organizational conventions that make up 
the longer segments of either oral or written 

language. 
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• Elements of Structured Literacy
• Phonology
• Orthography
• Morphology
• Semantics
• Syntax
• Pragmatics
• Discourse (oral and written)

• Having to do with:
1. the meaningful units in a word
2. word and phrase meaning
3. the proper order of words in 

phrases, clauses, and sentences
4. the speech sounds of the 

language
5. the social rules of a language
6. the organizational conventions of 

either written text or oral 
communication 

7. written representation of a 
language

30

Structured Literacy

(©Fierro, 2021)

Extra or El Pilón:
-phoneme
-grapheme
-morpheme
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● Background Knowledge
● Vocabulary Knowledge
● Language Structures
● Verbal Reasoning
● Literacy Knowledge

● Phonological Awareness
● Decoding (and Spelling)
● Sight Recognition

SKILLED READING:
fluent execution and
coordination of word 
recognition and text
comprehension.

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION

Here’s My Framework, Based on Science

• Learning to read a 

language, helps 

you learn the 

language. 

(©Fierro, 2021)

Permission Granted by Scarborough, H.S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to 

later reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), 

Handbook for research in early literacy. New York: Guilford Press.



• phonology

• orthography

• syntax

• morphology

• semantics

• discourse*

• pragmatics
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• Vocabulary Knowledge

• Background Knowledge

• Verbal Reasoning

• Language Structures

• Literacy Knowledge

• Phonological Awareness

• Decoding 

• Sight Recognition 

SKILLED READING:
fluent execution and
coordination of word 
recognition and text
comprehension.

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION

Linguistic Adjustments & Scarborough’s Rope
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Cognates

• Cognates – words across languages that are similar in spelling, meaning, 

and etymology (Montelongo, Hernández, Herter, & Cuello, 2011).

advantage/la ventaja

(©Fierro, 2021)

https://www.colorincolorado.org

We rush to 

vocabulary 

and 

background 

knowledge 

at the 

expense of 

foundational 

skills.

https://www.colorincolorado.org/
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We can teach foundational skills 

while paying attention to
• Oral language development:

• vocabulary

• semantics

• discourse and other 

conventions

• genre features

• Background knowledge

• Domain knowledge

• Comprehension strategies

(Goldenberg, 2021)
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A Wrap-Up 

(©Fierro, 2021)

 Foundational skills are critical. 

 Beginning and early readers need phonological awareness, linking 
sounds and graphemes leading to eventual orthographic mapping. 

 BUT…Reading requires much more than foundational skills. 

 Language carries meaning (vocabulary, syntax, overall discourse) 
becomes increasingly important for reading.

 Initially, before learners have skills to read words fluently, these 
two develop mostly independently. 

 Eventually, they intertwine.

(Goldenberg, 2021)



What’s on the Agenda?
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 Keep you from getting lost in the weeds!!!

 Language Acquisition vs. Literacy Development

 Provide a brief overview of the current EL demographics.

 Identify the highlights of the National Literacy Panel on Language 

Minority Children and Youth.

 Know how the Science (the Science of Reading) can drive the 

instructional needs for all students, especially the English learner. 

 Scarborough’s Rope as a visual metaphor

 Phonology – a springboard or a hindrance?

 Provide a brief comparison of English/Spanish phonology and orthography.
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• Vocabulary Knowledge

• Background Knowledge

• Verbal Reasoning

• Language Structures

• Literacy Knowledge

• Phonological Awareness

• Decoding 

• Sight Recognition 

SKILLED READING:
fluent execution and
coordination of word 
recognition and text
comprehension.

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION

Remember My Framework?

Permission Granted by Scarborough, H.S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to 

later reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), 

Handbook for research in early literacy. New York: Guilford Press.



Broca’s 

Area

Phoneme -

Grapheme 

Association

Phonological 

Processing

Visual Word Form 

Area (letter box)

This is critical for 

automaticity! 

Orthographic 

Processing

Occipital 

Lobe

The Reading Brain – Left Hemisphere

Frontal Lobe

Angular 

Gyrus

Parietal Lobe

Temporal Lobe

39(©Fierro, 2021)
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• Vocabulary Knowledge

• Background Knowledge

• Verbal Reasoning

• Language Structures

• Literacy Knowledge

• Phonological Awareness

• Decoding 

• Sight Recognition 

SKILLED READING:
fluent execution and
coordination of word 
recognition and text
comprehension.

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

WORD RECOGNITION

My Framework

Permission Granted by Scarborough, H.S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to 

later reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), 

Handbook for research in early literacy. New York: Guilford Press.



Rhyme and Alliteration Recognition

Sentence Segmenting/Word 
Awareness

Syllable Blending and 
Segmenting

Onset-Rime

Blending, Segmenting, and/or 

Manipulating of phonemes.
Phoneme Awareness.

Phonological Awareness

41(©Fierro, 2021)



Rhyme and Alliteration 
Recognition

Sentence Segmenting/Word 

Awareness

Syllable Blending and 
Segmenting

Onset-Rime

Blending, Segmenting, and/or 

Manipulating of phonemes.
Phoneme Awareness.

• p = /p/, phoneme identification
• e = /ĕ/, phoneme identification 

• /pĕ/, phoneme blending

• p= /p/, phoneme identification

• e = /ĕ/, phoneme identification

• pe is /pĕ/, pe-pe is /pĕ//pĕ/- This is now 

decoding and no longer phonemic 
awareness, pi-pa, pu-ma, pa-pa

Phonological Awareness in Spanish

42

The Spanish speaker 

manipulates words at 

the syllable level.

Isolating, 

blending,manipulating of 
phonemes.

(©Fierro, 2021)



Rhyme and Alliteration Recognition

Sentence Segmenting/Word 
Awareness

Syllable Blending and 
Segmenting

Onset-Rime

Blending, Segmenting, and/or 

Manipulating of phonemes.
Phoneme Awareness.

Phonological Awareness in Spanish
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The Spanish speaker 

manipulates words at 

the syllable level.

(©Fierro, 2021)



Onset-Rime

Rhyme and Alliteration 
Recognition

Sentence Segmenting/Word 
Awareness

Syllable Blending and 
Segmenting

Blending, Segmenting, and/or 

Manipulating of phonemes.
Phoneme Awareness.

English Works At The Phoneme Level

The Spanish speaker 

manipulates words at 

the syllable level.

(©Fierro, 2021)



Phoneme Level
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Onset-Rime

Syllable Blending and 
Segmenting

Blending, Segmenting, and/or 

Manipulating of phonemes.
Phoneme Awareness.

Phoneme 

Blending

Phoneme 

Segmenting

Phoneme 

Isolation

Phoneme 
Identification

Phoneme 

Categorization

Early Phonemic Aw. Skills

Basic Phonemic Aw. Skills

Advanced Phonemic Aw. 
Skills

Phoneme 

Deletion

Phoneme 
Substitution

Phoneme 
Reversal

Phoneme 

Addition

(©Fierro, 2021)
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25 English Consonant 

phonemes
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~18 fonemas/phonemes

25 English Consonant Phonemes



Consonant Stops – A Comparison

English Spanish

Initial 

Position

Final 

Position

Initial 

Position

Final 

Position

/p/ pie up /p/ poco ----

/b/ buy rub /b/ banco ----

/t/ take cut /t/ tienda ----

/d/ day ride /th/ *dar sed

/k/ kit back /k/ que ----

/g/ give egg /g/ gana ----

48

*Although the 

letter d exists in 

Spanish, it is not 

articulated as a 

/d/ in English.  

The letter d in 

Spanish sounds 

more like the 

/th/ in English.

(©Fierro, 2021)



Consonant Nasals
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English Spanish

Initial 

Position

Final 

Position

Initial 

Position

Final 

Position

/m/ me ham /m/ mala ----

/n/ nice sun /n/ nota fin

/ng/ --- ring /ng/
only in medial 

position. ----

*/ñ/ ñandu

(©Fierro, 2021)

But, it’s not considered 

a phoneme in Spanish. 

Think banco, mango.

But, it’s not considered 

a phoneme in English. 

Think onion and 

canyon. 



Consonant Fricatives
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English Spanish

Initial 

Position

Final 

Position

Initial 

Position

Final 

Position

/f/ fail safe /f/ falta ---

/v/ veil love --- --- ---

/th/ think bath --- 1--- ---

/th/ then bathe /th/ dar sed

/s/ say bus /s/ su lunes

/z/ zero fuzz --- --- ---

/sh/ shoot wash --- --- ---

/zh/ genre garage --- 2--- ---

/h/ home -- /h/ justo reloj3

1May exist in some  

European dialects, 

but only in initial or 

medial positions.

3The only common 

word in modern 

Spanish with a final

j is reloj, normally 

pronounced 

/rreló/.

2May exist in some  

European dialects, 

(©Fierro, 2021)



/ĭ/

/ă/

/yū/

/oo/

/aw/

/ŭ/

/er/ /ar/ /or/

/ǝ/

(©Fierro, 2021)
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https://www.colorincolorado.org

https://www.tools4reading.com/product-

page/kids-lips

(©Fierro, 2021)

Resources

https://www.colorincolorado.org/
https://www.tools4reading.com/product-page/kids-lips


Resources

World-Class Instructional Design and 

Assessment

(©Fierro, 2021)
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